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IX. Biographical Spots and
research.

Michael Borodin. The First
Comintern-emissary to Latin
America (Part One)

BY LAZAR AND VICTOR KBEYFETZ,

ST. PETERBURG.

Michael Borodin (Gruzenberg)'s mission
to the New World was different at many
points from the journeys of the first em-
missaries of the III International to the
West European countries, whose main
task was to establish contacts with the
leaders of the left-wing of the Socialist
parties, whom they almost always knew
personally since the beginning of the
Zimmerwald movement or even before.
These first Moscow's envoys orientated
easily in the labyrinths of the complex
interaction between different factions of
the workers' movement and in the politi-
cal situation in the countries of their
destination, since they have lived there
during emigration. Borodin was sent to
Latin America, the continent which see-
med to him „as remote from us as if it
were a different planet"(l) „The teacher
from Chicago" (as he had introduced
himself to some new friends) didn't
know much about Mexico, not more
than any American resident, interested
in politics (and Russian Bolsheviks had
been living in the USA some eleven ye-
ars to the moment).

The Bolshevik leadership gave Borodin
two mutual excluding goals in normal

circumstances. At one hand M. M Gruzen-
berg was appointed by the Soviet govern-
ment as the general consul of the RSFSR
in Mexico (his mandate was signed on
April 17th of 1919 by V. Lenin, the deputy
of the people's commissar of foreign af-
fairs L. Karakhan and Sovnarkom's secre-
tary L. Fotieva). (2) Borodin had Jo enter
upon negotiations with the government of
the Mexican republic with the purpose to
establish the alliance between the govern-
ments of both republics on the field of
maintaining a friendly relationship.."(3)
On the other hand, Borodin went to Mexi-
co „with the special purpose of studying
conditions there"(4), what meant in
practice to evaluate conditions of the me-
xican workers' movement and the possibi-
lities of its joining the Third International.
But anyway, the principal aim of Borodin's
mission was, according to his fellow Ch.
Phillips (M. Gomez), „to finance and to
operate of what we would now call the
communist movement in Latin America
with Mexico as the centre".(5) The Comin-
tern's missionary had had an unique expe-
rience.

Borodin's experience as organizer
He was confident of Lenin, having been
known to him since the times of Swiss
emigration of the Bolshevik leader, and it
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was Lenin who sent the twenty-years-old
Borodin to Riga to lead Riga's Bolshevik
organization at the beginning of the first
Russian revolution. In those days in Latvia
„Kirill", „Yozh" (The Hedgehog) organized
workers' strikes, manifestations and mee-
tings. The Latvian Bolsheviks were in the
first ranks of those who created their ar-
med groups. „Vaniushin" (Borodin) became
the delegate of the Tammersfors Bolshevik
conference, took part in the attempts of
reconciliation of the contesting social-de-
mocratic factions both in Riga where he
was a member of the Federative Comittee
formed by revolutionary parties, and at
the whole party's level at the IV Congress
of the RSDLP in Stokholm. During his
American emigration Borodin was a uni-
versity student, and then became a teacher
at the school for emigrès, worked at Carne-
gie Institution, being at the same time a
publicist, propagandist and organizer in
the ranks of the Socialist party of America,
constantly keeping in touch with Bolshe-
vik leadership abroad and Lenin. In 1918
he returned to Moscow and after the mee-
ting with Lenin was chosen for a delicate
mission: Borodin and V. Vorovsky had to
try to obtain the de-facto recognition of
diplomatic representations of the Soviet
Russia in Scandinavia. At the same time
Borodin represented the organizational
commission of the Third International in
Norway, organized the delivery to the USA
of Lenin's „Letter to the American wor-
kers" (6) and the delivery of some money
to the Russian Soviet Government Infor-
mation Bureau.

Borodin and Latin America.
Why it was Mexico and not other Latin
American country that had become the
goal of Borodin's mission? In Argentine,
for instance, the International Socialist
party (ISPA) was formed yet in January of
1918 and it was trying to play the role of
„the continental Comintern", spreading its
influence to the workers' movement of
neighbouring Chile and Uruguay. Already
in April of 1919 the Illrd Congress of the

ISPA asked the Comintern for admission
and recognition of the party as „the only
section of the International in Argentine",
and the decision to send a delegation to
Moscow was made.(7) There were at least
some important reasons for such a choice.
Mexico appeared to be the only Latin
American country which didn't break di-
plomatic relation with Moscow after the
Bolsheviks had come in power. (Mexico
just held it up for a time).

But the principal reason, perhaps, was
that Mexico endured the events similar to
Russia's ones: the revolution, the conflict
with „the imperialist neighbour" (the
USA), and a certain isolation in the world.
Moscow considered Mexico as „the Latin
American knot of contradictions" and as
the natural centre of the continental revo-
lutionary movement. Mexican workers'
movement was closely connected to the
American one, and that was reinforced by
the presence in Mexico of the large group
of American socialists, anarchists and
IWW members; a lot of Latin Americans
lived or worked in the USA. At last, alrea-
dy in 1918 (!) the Latin American Commu-
nist Bureau was formed in Mexico, consi-
sting of J. Allen, F. Carrillo Puerto, J. Medi-
na, E. Torres and E. Carrasco and this was,
according to R. Salazar „a group of convin-
ced and sensible revolutionaries who were
working principally to obtain the proleta-
rian unity in Mexico ... and solidarity to-
ward the russian people"(8) In the sum-
mer of 1919 Lenin and Zinov'ev received a
letter from the Latin American Bureau
sent through the Western European secre-
tariat of the ECCI and the Soviet
Polpredstvo in Estonia mailed from Reval
on Juny 24th (9), already after the departu-
re of Borodin who left Moscow on April
18th accompanied by the secretary of the
mexican consulate.

Borodin's mission had a serious diplo-
matic cover. Karachan appeared to be able
to persuade the mexican consul to give
Borodin a mexican diplomatic passport ...
and even to appoint him as mexican vice-
consul in Moscow (!).(10) In Berlin, where
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Borodin had delivered the ECCI's directi-
ves to the Communist party of Germany
which faced some troubles after the assas-
sination of K. Liebknecht and R. Luxem-
burg and K. Radek's arrest, he visited me-
xican legation and reported that „he is
going to be in Mexico soon"(ll) Thus, the
forthcoming visit of the Bolshevik
emissary, perhaps, was not a secret to the
mexican authorities. The way to Mexico
proved to be long. According to the Scot-
land-Yard's information, Borodin attended
the International Women's conference for
permanent peace held in Switzerland and
delivered Comintern's instructions to the
leaders of the ECCI's Amsterdam Bureau
in Holland as well. After reaching the New
World M. Borodin faced serious troubles:
„Everything has not been rosy with me of
course. There has been plenty of aggrava-
tion. Many things did not work out just as
I expected.."(12)

The episode of the Tsarist jewels
He went through a real shock observing
the split in the newly born communist
movement of the USA and later reported
to the Amsterdam Bureau: „...the Commu-
nist Party [of America] outheroed Herodi-
us himself. I can conceive of differences
principal and otherwise in any Communist
Party ...but it is inconceivable that there
should be two communist parties. ...this
internal fight of communists is suicidal. It
helps both the reaction that has the coun-
try in its grip and the Old Guard of the
Socialist Party." Borodin believed that „the
Bureau of the Third" (International) had to
interfere and „settle this controversy".(13)

The failure of „the Tzarist jewels"
smuggling became another blow for Boro-
din. This episode looks so much like a
detective story that is almost unbelievable.
There are different versions of it. M. N. Roy
and later Ch. Phillips recalled that the
well-experienced Bolshevik conspirator
facing difficulties in the diamonds
smuggling risked of trusting his suitcase
to the fellow-traveller from Austria, and
the Austrian promised to deliver it to Bo-

rodin's wife in Chicago. The Bolshevik
agent, however, didn't tell him that the
diamonds were under the false bottom.
Borodin freed himself from the dangerous
luggage, but still didn't escape to all the
problems, which became the sword of Da-
mocles above his head. The long search on
the Antilles resulted in the suitcase's
coming back, but it appeared to be ... emp-
ty. And only some month later the Austri-
an faithful to his word delivered the dia-
monds to Borodin's wife Fanya, who, in
return, transmitted the precious cargo
back to Moscow. According to T. Draper
the diamonds at last were delivered to the
head of the unrecognized soviet mission in
New-York - L. Martens - but the latter,
being unable to sell the precious stones
passed it „as the revolutionary to the revo-
lutionary" to the Irish prime-minister E.
De Valera as security for a loan of $20.000.
The jewels were returned from Ireland to
Russia only in 1948. (14)

The American communist L. Fraina
suggested a really fantastic version, ha-
ving told that it was based on Borodin's
own words: the diamonds had been dum-
ped in the harbor of New-York. The Soviet
historians for a long time denied even the
fact of the diamond-smuggling by the So-
viet general consul in Mexico, but recently
K. Kasaturov cited Norman Borodin's
words: „Before [Borodin's] departure Lenin
told ... there is no money for upkeeping of
the consulate [in Mexico] and the jewels
have to replace it after being sold.
Gochran was given necessary instructions,
the father received the jewels and a hand-
ful of it was sewn up into the slap of his
jacket."(15)

The documents which could finally
prove the fact of the diamonds smuggling
by Borodin aren't disclosed yet. But there
are some other like the following extract
from the financial report of the Pan Ameri-
can Bureau (the American Agency) of the
Comintern: Received from E. C. Moscow
(October, 1920) 2.000 doll. ... from Barro-
din (sic!) ... 600 p.s., 3.000 doll...."(16) On
July 17th 1920 Borodin received 2 million
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gold roubles in the State Bank of the
RSFSR for the Comintern needs (in the
name of the People's Commissariat of the
Foreign Affairs).(17)

The documents prooves that Borodin
was one of the most trusted men, allowed
by the ECC1 and the CC of the RCP/b/'s
sanctum - to be active in the financing of
the foreign communists.

But the English-speaking Russian, bea-
ring a mexican diplomatic passport with
an american visa issued by the U.S. consul
in Santo-Domingo stimulated the
suspicion of the american authorities even
without the diamonds and was detained in
New York by the federal agent |. Spolans-
ky. Borodin was given a permission to stay
in Chicago for two weeks to visit his fa-
mily there. He had enough time to visit
Martens' employee D. Dubrowsky and to
inform him about the problems with the
diamonds.(18) In Chicago the secretary of
the local socialists A. Germer recommen-
ded to Borodin the young R. Mallen, the
American socialist of Latin American ori-
gin, as an interpreter and assistant. Boro-
din was advised by one of the old friends
to get in contact with the young American
radicals fled to Mexico.(20)

Borodin and Roy
This advice became the key to the meeting
with M. N. Roy. The date of Borodin's arri-
ving in Mexico has to be defined more
exactly. Roy wrote that it was in the early
summer when „The Russian Bolshevik lea-
der had secretly come to Mexico, a real
Bolshevik in flesh and blood, coming
straight from the land of the Proletarian
Revolution".(20) Phillips recalled that the
Bolshevik missionary appeared in Mexico-
City in the beginning of summer of 1919
or even in the end of spring .(21) However,
the newly disclosed Comintern archive's
documents as well as D. N. Jacobs and L.
Holubnuchy's monographs (both based on
american archive-materials) let us conclu-
de that „the founding-fathers" of the mexi-
can communism had forgotten some im-
portant details since so much time went

by. „Comrade Boradin (sic!) arrived in Me-
xico soon after the celebration of the Na-
tional Socialist Congress (22), and having
satisfied himself as to the revolutionary
nature of the program and organization,
he suggested the calling of a Latin Ameri-
can Bureau of the Third International, to
make propaganda throughout Latin Ame-
rica, to unify the proletarian movements
of those countries and to pave the way for
the Social Revolution", - the unknown au-
thor of this document named „Introduction
to the Manifesto of the Latin American
Bureau of the Third International" asser-
ted. Even Phillips (j. Ramirez) himself wro-
te to the ECCI: „Sometime later [after the
National Socialist Congress] and largely
through the influence of Manabendra
Nath Roy and Frank Seaman (24) (promp-
ted by Comrade Borodin, who had come to
Mexico shortly before) the Mexican Socia-
list Party changed its name...'\25) In Mexi-
co the Comintern's agent and the general
consul of the RSFSR got in touch (at first
through R. Mallen) with some people who
might become his natural allies in the rea-
lization of the Bolshevik goals. These men
were the Hindu emigrant Roy and the
American-Mexican radicals Ch. Phillips
and I. Granich (M. Gold). Borodin's choice
proved to be irreproachable. Being the
activists of the radical wing of the mexican
Socialist party these people gave very
precious help to Borodin's mission. The
Russian Bolshevik's influence, in turn, was
decisive on their life.

M. Borodin's mexican mission ceased
to be the sealed mystery almost from the
beginning. On his deliberate or accidental
revealing his incognito,"the mysterious vi
sitor" converted his stay in Mexico into the
Polichinelle's secret. Too many people ap-
peared to know about Borodin's arriving.
Only the search of the diamonds entrusted
to Mallen and Phillips was covered with
an aureole of mystery. Perhaps, it was not
planned to keep in secret the diplomatic
part of the mission. Publicity might even
be useful.
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(See the second part in the next issue of
The International Newsletter)
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