
The International Newsletter of Communist Studies XXII/XXIII (2016/17), nos. 29-30  

 
 

228 

 

AUTHORS 

 
Barbara Allen 

PhD 2001 at Indiana University Bloomington, USA; BA 1989 at University of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill. Associate Professor of History at La Salle University, Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, USA. Research field: History of Russia since 1861 and of the USSR.  

Recent Monograph: Alexander Shlyapnikov, 1885-1937: Life of an Old Bolshevik, Leiden: 

Brill Academic Publishers, 2015; and Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2016. 

allenb@lasalle.edu  

 

Bernhard H. Bayerlein 

Doctorate in philosophy (History and Romance studies) of the Ruhr University Bochum and 

Habilitation of the University of Burgondy, Dijon. Honorary senior researcher at the Institute of 

Social Movements, Bochum University, Germany. Research fields: Global communist studies, 

political science, Iberian and archival studies. Recent publications include Deutschland-

Rußland-Komintern 1918-1943, 3 vols, 2014/15 (open access); German Communism, the 

Comintern and the Soviet Union in the Face of Hitler's „Seizure of Power" 1933. (...) About a 

World-Historic Failure. In: Ralf Hofrogge/Norman Laporte (eds.): German Communism as 

Mass Movement, London, Lawrence & Wishart, July 2017. Co author: International Communism 

and Transnational Solidarity: Radical Networks, Mass Movements and Global Politics, 1919-

1939, Leiden, Brill, 2016. 

bernhard.bayerlein@rub.de, dr.bayerlein@uni-koeln.de 

 

Sune Bechmann Pedersen 

PhD, born in 1982. Postdoctoral Researcher at the Centre for European Research, 

University of Gothenburg, Sweden. Research areas: Contemporary European history, 

Tourism history, East European Studies, Film and history. 

sune.bechmann.pedersen@gu.se  

 

Marcel Bois 

Dr. phil., born in 1978; Associate researcher at the Forschungsstelle für Zeitgeschichte in 

Hamburg, Germany. His research focuses on the history of the KPD in the Weimar Republic. 

He has widely published on this subject and is author of Kommunisten gegen Hitler und 

Stalin. Die linke Opposition der KPD in der Weimarer Republik. Eine Gesamtdarstellung 

(Essen 2014). Currently he is working on a biographical study of the Austrian communist and 

architect Margarete Schütte-Lihotzky (1897-2000).  

marcel.bois@gmx.de  

 

Kasper Braskén 

Postdoctoral Researcher at Åbo Akademi University in Turku, Finland. He is a historian 

specialising in German, transnational and social movement history. He is the co-editor of H-

Socialisms and the author of several articles on international solidarity, communism and anti-

fascism. Braskén is the author of the first comprehensive history of the Internationale 

Arbeiterhilfe (IAH) titled The International Workers' Relief, Communism, and Transnational 

Solidarity: Willi Münzenberg in Weimar Germany (Basingstoke 2015). Forthcoming: Kasper 

Braskén (ed.): Antifascism in the Nordic Countries: New Perspectives, Comparisons and 

Transnational Connections (London, with Johan Lundin and Nigel Copsey). 

kasper.brasken@abo.fi  

 

mailto:allenb@lasalle.edu
mailto:bernhard.bayerlein@rub.de
mailto:dr.bayerlein@uni-koeln.de
mailto:sune.bechmann.pedersen@gu.se
mailto:kasper.brasken@abo.fi


The International Newsletter of Communist Studies XXII/XXIII (2016/17), nos. 29-30  

 
 

229 

Michael Buckmiller 

Prof. Dr., born 1943, Institute for Political Science at the University of Hannover, Germany. 

Research areas: History of communism, history of Marxist thought (Karl Korsch, Wolfgang 

Abendroth). He is currently working on a historical-critical general edition of the writings of 

Karl Korsch and the collected writings of Wolfgang Abendroth. Recent publication: Die 

Wiederentdeckung der Rätedemokratie. Peter von Oertzens Konzeption einer sozialistischen 

Rätedemokratie und der Paradigmenwechsel in der Bewertung der Novemberrevolution. In: 

Loccumer Initiative Kritischer Wissenschaftlerinnen und Wissenschaftler (Hg.), Zur Funktion 

des linken Intellektuellen – heute. Hannover 2009. 

m.buckmiller@ipw.uni-hannover.de  

 

Sonia Combe 

French historian and archivist. Researcher at the University of Paris (ISP-CNRS, Université 

de Paris-Ouest, France), and Associate Researcher at the Marc Bloch Center in Berlin where 

she also taught at the Humboldt University and the Freie Universität. Author of Archives 

Interdites. L'histoire confisquée, Paris, La Découverte, 2001. She published recently: Une vie 

contre une autre. Echange de victime et modalités de survie dans le camp de Buchenwald, 

Paris, Fayard, 2014 (German edition: Ein Leben gegen ein anderes. Der 'Opfertausch' in 

Buchenwald und seine Nachgeschichte, Berlin, Neofelis, 2017). 

sonia.combe@gmail.com 

 

Gerhard Engel  

Prof. Dr., born 1934, living in Gemeinde am Mellensee (Brandenburg, Germany). Studies 

history (1952-1962) and received his doctoral degree (1966) at Humboldt University Berlin. 

Until 1992 Professor of Recent German History with the focus on labour movement history. 

Publications a.o. on the German workers’ councils movement in 1918/19 and the history of 

the Bremen Left Radicals (IKD); author of biographies of Johann Knief (2011), Rudolf Franz 

(2013), Alfred Henke (2015) and Werner Möller (2016). 

 

Ulrich Eumann 

Dr. phil, born in 1960, research fellow at NS Documentation Centre for Research of the 

History of National-Socialism of the City of Cologne. Research fields: Resistance against 

National Socialism, German Communist Party, Spanish Civil War, Historical Network 

Analysis. He recently published the letters of the photographer Erich Sander. See: Erich 

Sander. Gefängnisbriefe 1935-1944, Berlin, Metropol, 2016 (NS-Dokumentationszentrum der 

Stadt Köln / Spakassenstiftung Kultur). 

ulrich.eumann@stadt-koeln.de  

 

Lucas Federer 

Doctoral candidate at the Department of History, University of Zurich, Switzerland. Currently 

working on a PhD project on Swiss Trotskyism in the immediate post-war period. 

lucas.federer@uzh.ch  

 

Mercedes F. López Cantera 

Born in 1982. Professor of Argentinian History at the University of Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Research fields: History of Anticommunism, Communism Studies. Recent paper: The 

strategies of Argentine communism according to the nationalism in the thirties, in Revista 

Páginas, Vol. 7, no 15, 2015, http://revistapaginas.unr.edu.ar/index.php/RevPaginas/ 

issue/view/15, ISSN 1851-992x. 

mercedes.lopez.cantera@gmail.com  

 

mailto:m.buckmiller@ipw.uni-hannover.de
mailto:sonia.combe@gmail.com
mailto:ulrich.eumann@stadt-koeln.de
mailto:lucas.federer@uzh.ch
http://revistapaginas.unr.edu.ar/index.php/RevPaginas/%0bissue/view/15
http://revistapaginas.unr.edu.ar/index.php/RevPaginas/%0bissue/view/15
mailto:mercedes.lopez.cantera@gmail.com


The International Newsletter of Communist Studies XXII/XXIII (2016/17), nos. 29-30  

 
 

230 

Grant Mandarino  

PhD candidate, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, USA. Specializes in Weimar-era popular 

prints and illustrated magazines, with a particular focus on those produced within the 

Communist milieu. His dissertation, Seeing Class: Graphic Satire and the Cultivation of 

Radicalism in the Weimar Republic, demonstrates how the targeting of working-class 

audiences during this period spurred formal experimentation and led to re-evaluations of 

graphic satire’s artistic import and political potential. It builds on Mandarino’s broader focus 

on interwar German visual culture and the history of satirical prints and caricature. Additional 

interests include: critical realist painting, Marxist art historiography, photography, and 

espionage. 

gwm@umich.edu  

 

Torben Möbius 

Doctoral candidate at the Bielefeld Graduate School in History and Sociology, Bielefeld 

University, Germany. PhD project on the history of labour and work relations in Nazi 

Germany. torben.moebius@uni-bielefeld.de  

 

Werner Müller 

Prof. Dr., born 1946. Professor of Contemporary History (1995-2012) at the University of 

Rostock, Germany. Research areas: Labour and trade union history, history of the GDR. He 

published Lohnkampf, Massenstreik, Sowjetmacht. Ziele und Grenzen der “Revolutionären 

Gewerkschafts-Opposition” (RGO) in Deutschland 1928 bis 1933, Köln, 1988. He was co-

author of the SBZ-Handbuch with Jan Foitzik, edited by Martin Broszat and Hermann Weber 

(Munich, 1993). 

werner.mueller@uni-rostock.de  

 

Aleksandr Reznik 

PhD. Swiss Excellence Grant ESKAS Fellow 2016/17 at the Departmen of History, University 

of Basel, Switzerland. PhD student at the European University at St. Petersburg (2009-

2012), since 2012 research fellow at the Center for Comparative History and Politics Studies 

and lecturer at the History Department of Perm State National Research University. Recent 

publications: Trotskii i tovarishchi: levaia oppozitsiia i politicheskaia kul’tura RKP(b) v 1923-

1924 gody, Sankt-Peterburg 2017; L. D. Trotskii: pro et contra. Antologiia, Sankt-Peterburg 

2016. 

aleksandr.reznik@unibas.ch 

 

Klaus-Georg Riegel 

Prof. Dr., born 1943. Professor of Sociology at the University of Trier, Germany (1988-2007). 

Main research: Sociology of culture, theories of modernisation, political religions. Selected 

publications on Marxism-Leninism as political religion: “Marxism-Leninism as a Political 

Religion” (Totalitarian Movements and Political Religions 2005, 1, pp. 97-126); “Rituals of 

Confession within Communities of Virtuosi. An Interpretation of the Stalinist Criticism and 

Self-criticism in the Perspective of Max Weber’s Sociology of Religion” (Totalitarian 

Movements and Political Religions 2000, 3, pp. 16-42); „Kaderbiographien in marxistisch-

leninistischen Virtuosengemeinschaften“ (Leviathan 1994, 1, pp. 17-46); Konfessionsrituale 

im Marxismus-Leninismus (Graz 1985).  

riegel@uni-trier.de 

 

mailto:gwm@umich.edu
mailto:torben.moebius@uni-bielefeld.de
mailto:werner.mueller@uni-rostock.de
mailto:aleksandr.reznik@unibas.ch
mailto:riegel@uni-trier.de


The International Newsletter of Communist Studies XXII/XXIII (2016/17), nos. 29-30  

 
 

231 

Stephan Rindlisbacher 

Dr., Swiss National Science Foundation Research Fellow, Institute of History, University of 

Bern, Switzerland. Research areas: Soviet history, spatial history, history of the Russian 

revolutionary movement, history of terrorism.  

stephan.rindlisbacher@hist.unibe.ch  

 

Carmen Scheide 

PD Dr., Institute of History, University of Bern, Switzerland. Specialist of Eastern European 

and Communist history. Selected publications: Soviet Space Culture. Cosmic Enthusiasm in 

Socialist Societies, New York 2011 (co-edited with Julia Richers and Monica Rüthers); 

Kollektive und individuelle Erinnerungsmuster an den „Grossen Vaterländischen Krieg“ 

(1941-1945). In: Stalinistische Subjekte. Individuum und System in der Sowjetunion und der 

Komintern 1929-1953, ed. by Brigitte Studer and Heiko Haumann, Zürich 2006, p. 435-453. 

carmen.scheide@hist.unibe.ch  

 

Brigitte Studer 

Licence ès lettres (MA) 1982 University of Fribourg, 1991-1992 PhD studies Ecole des 

Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales Paris, 1994 PhD in History University of Lausanne, 

University Prize for the PhD thesis. Since 1997 full professor for Contemporary History 

(Swiss and General) at the University of Bern, Switzerland. 2013 Visiting professorship at the 

Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris. Research fields: International 

Communism, Stalinism, Gender, citizenship, labour protection. Recent publication: The 

Transnational World of the Cominternians (Basingstoke 2015).  

Brigitte.Studer@hist.unibe.ch 

mailto:stephan.rindlisbacher@hist.unibe.ch
mailto:carmen.scheide@hist.unibe.ch
mailto:Brigitte.Studer@hist.unibe.ch

